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From the

Fr. Zahid Augus�ne OP

My dear brothers and Sisters in St. Dominic

Greetings of peace to all of you!

Let us thank God for His Son Jesus Christ for all his blessings that He has called us to serve and preach Him as 

Dominicans through the witness of our lives and by various apostolates. By the grace of God and all the innumerable 

efforts of the whole team, the third edition of our Dominican Newsletter for the Year 2020 is in your hands. It covers all 

the exceptional, spiritual, pastoral, intellectual and social activities of three months, July to September, 2020.

I feel extremely honored to acknowledge the significant role of Very Rev. Fr. Younas Shahzad OP (Prior Vice 

Provincial), Br. Perkash Dominic OP and our Publishing Team for the accomplishment of the Newsletter. At the same 

time I am also grateful to all the Friars for their keen interest, support and reports which they have sent for the months 

of July till September, 2020.

Heartiest congratulations to Rev. Dn. Perkash Dominic OP for receiving the Sacrament of Ordination to the 

Diaconate. May God bless him to continue his services in the winyard of the Lord. On 21    August our six brothers 

made their solemn profession in the Order which is indeed a great sign of hope and God's love and for that we are 

grateful to Him for their vocation. On behalf of all team, I am appreciative to Rev. Fr. Amirtha Raj OP (Socius for Asia-

Pacific) for his online Retreat from 20    to 25    of September 2020. It was outstanding and well prepared. 

Here I would like to mention the irreplaceable loss of Rev. Fr. Rehmat Raja OP for the entire Dominican family; he left 

us on 5    August 2020 at the age of 70 at St. Dominic's Priory Bahawalpur. He was a great preacher, thinker, excellent 

writer and intellectual. We acknowledge all his services which he has rendered for the local church and for the Ibn-e-

Mariam Vice Province of Pakistan. May his soul rest in eternal peace. Amen. 

God bless you!

Fr. Zahid Augustine OP
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Solemnity of St. Dominic

Rome, 8    August 2020

Prot 50/20/382 Letters to the Order 

Christus in vobis, spes gloriae

Colossenses 1:27

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

O Spem Miram! O Wonderful Hope! This is our hymn to St. Dominic, the father and first brother of our Order.

The usual images that evoke hope are a new-born baby, a brilliant dawn, flowers and fruits of spring time, depictions of 

new life and new beginnings. In this time of a global pandemic, perhaps the image that would surely spell hope would be 

a vetted vaccine for COVID 19! Thus, it might seem strange to others that our song of hope commemorates the moment 

when Dominic passed from this world, a time when the brothers have tears on their eyes instead of a smile on their lips - O 

spem miram quam dedisti mortis hora te flentibus. Dominic stirred hope in their hearts because he promised to continue 

to be helpful to the brothers and sisters, he vowed to intercede for us, and, therefore, to abide with us by his prayers. But 

this is just one side of the story. The presence of the praying brothers at the hour of his death must have also given hope to 

Dominic. At that final moment of human finitude, Dominic was not alone. The presence of the brothers and Dominic's 

promised  presence  beyond  death  gave  each  of  them  hope  and  consolation.  “The Latin word con-solatio, 

'consolation'… suggests being with the other in his solitude, so that it ceases to be solitude” (Spe Salvi, 38).

The quarantine and lockdowns we experienced or continue to experience at different times and varied modalities 

threatened to bring us to despair and isolation. They seemed to contradict our pastoral instincts to be with the people. But 

we observed these measures for sound scientific and ethical reasons. Yet even with these restrictions, I am glad to hear of 

the creative ways by which we tried “to be together” and be “with our people”. Surely, there is no substitute to personal 

presence, but we found other means to be present to others. We, in the general curia, were able to meet with the 

provincials from all regions, regents of studies, and some commissions without the hassle of passing through airport 

security! Our professors and students completed the academic year through virtual means. For many of our educational 

institutions, the coming semester will see the implementation of a blended learning system i.e., combination of personal 

and virtual presence in lectures. I saw a photo of Friars in one university priory who were trying their best to be proficient

ORDO PRÆDICATORUM
CURIA GENERALITIA Gerard Francisco Timoner OP

Master of the Order
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 with the Blackboard Learning Management System. The heroic efforts of these professors (some of whom are not so 

young) to become competent “digital migrants” for the sake of their students are a sign of hope!

There are Friars who braved the danger of contamination by ministering to the sick, while observing necessary 

precautions in order to prevent viral transmission within their communities. Our brothers at Santa Maria Maggiore here 

in Rome continued, as a college of penitentiaries, to celebrate the sacrament of reconciliation even during the first phase 

of the lockdown. Br. Chris Gault, a medical doctor before he joined the Order, was given permission by his superior to go 

back temporarily to medical practice to lend a hand to weary doctors treating covid-19 patients. There are brothers and 

sisters who offered words of encouragement and hope through phone counselling. I was on a phone conversation with 

Frere Bruno Cadore on his birthday last April 14 when he gently told me that we had to end our conversation because, as a 

volunteer counsellor, he would soon receive calls redirected by a counselling hotline in France. Most of the brothers and 

sisters preached and prayed with the people through various digital initiatives. Indeed, moments of crisis can become 

occasions of grace and moments of creativity. It was during the time of the Italian plague (1629-1631) that Friar 

Timotheus Ricci (†1643) established the Bussola del ora perpetua del Rosario at the Dominican convent in Bologna in 

the year 1629.1 The perpetual rosary devotion was born in the midst of pestilence. I am grateful to you all for joining us in 

the International Dominican Family Rosary last 29 April 2020 organized by Fr. Lawrence Lew, Promoter General of the 

Rosary.

Our brothers from all over the world have published theological and biblical reflections on the different facets of the 

pandemic, liturgy guides for the celebration of the Paschal Triduum at home, guidelines for a safe and worthy celebration 

of the sacraments etc. We recall what Fr. Timothy Radcliffe wrote in The Wellspring of Hope: “To study is itself an act of 

hope, since it expresses our confidence that there is a meaning to our lives and the sufferings of our people. And this 

meaning comes to us as a gift, a Word of Hope promising life.” The intellectual mission of the Order and its mission to 

preach Veritas is an important antidote to pernicious pandemic - fake news and half-truths which are in fact half-lies.

You, dear brothers and sisters are a sign of hope for the Church and the human family as you strove to feed the “hungers” 

intensified by the pandemic: hunger for the Eucharist (and sacraments), hunger for solidarity and compassion, hunger for 

food and drink. There are members of the Dominican Family who raised funds for the needs of the sick and those who 

take care of the sick. Our brothers and sisters in many countries are struggling to alleviate the suffering caused by the 

pandemic and, like in Brazil, to discern the social ills that exacerbate the spread of the contagion.

We have lost brothers and sisters in this pandemic. In “normal” times, we gather around the bed of a dying member. A 

young Friar shared that he was sad and shocked that they were unable to say goodbye to a brother who was about to die in 

the hospital. Our hearts are torn with by the thought that while we were able to be present to the dying and their kin; now, 

we are unable to do the same for a brother and a sister due to medical restrictions. Yet we remain hopeful. Hope is 

grounded on the certainty that God will never abandon us.  Hope is the assurance that God abides in the “mysteries of joy,
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 sorrow, glory and light” of our lives. A priest told the bereaved family of a teen who was murdered: “If you want to know 

where God is when such tragic things happen to us, I can only say He is there weeping, suffering, and dying with you”. 

Pope Francis reminds us: “Hope does not expire, because it is based on the fidelity of God”. Hope is Christ in us (Col. 1, 

27).

O Spem Miram! Dominic boldly promised to be useful to us because he had great hope that he will be closer to Christ, in 

the communion of the blessed. We will celebrate next year the 800th Anniversary of that promise. The difficulties we 

currently face prompted us to revisit the plan we sent last January 2020. We hope to communicate the revised one later.

Your brother,

Fr. Gerard Francisco Timoner III, O

Master of the Order
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The staff of Saint Dominic College organized a Welcome Party for the newcomers of class 1   year Fsc session 2020-

2022 on September, 07   2020. Sir Abid Sakhi and Sir Ahsaan Masih were the organizers of the party. Mrs. Shah was 

the program comparer. The principal, Fr. Yasir Paul OP was the chief guest. The staff and the students gave him warm 

welcome with the garland and bouquet. The program began with the prayer said by Fr. Yasir Paul OP and the reading 

of the Holy Bible by Ms. Shireen. A short introduction and the purpose of the party were highlighted by Sir Abid 

Sakhi. 

The new students introduced themselves turn by turn. Then 

oath was taken by Sir Abid Sakhi to cooperate and manage the 

discipline, rules and regulations, regular classes, co-curricular 

activities, and college atmosphere. The students of 1st Year and 

2nd Year made speeches in Urdu and English language. Some 

of them sang songs and presented poetry. Sir Joseph Rehmat 

delivered an enthusiastic speech and advised the students to 

work hard. Sir A.D. Malik sang mystic poetry and everybody 

enjoyed with great interest.  

Fr. Yasir Paul OP encouraged and appreciated the staff for arranging such a nice welcome party for newcomers. He 

shared with the staff and new students; we staff and students are 

living here, serving here, teaching here, and studying here in 

collective and cooperative manners. We have our role to play 

collectively and individually as staff and students. We have a 

strong bond of teachers-students relationship. We have a strong 

bond of care and respect for each other. Here people come to learn 

and go to serve the nation. Our motto is quality education. Saint 

Dominic College is contributing to uplift our nation. 

We are doing the holistic formation of our students. 

So dear students now it is your time, your future is in 

your hands. Work hard and study well. The program 

ended with the vote of thanks by Mrs. Shah and high 

tea was served to all the participants.

Welcome Party
of 1st Year Students

Mr. Nicholson George
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Saint Dominic Convent Higher Secondary School Bahawalpur 

arranged an award ceremony for high achievers from examination 

2020, on 24   September 2020. Very Rev. Fr. Younas Shahzad OP, 

Prior Vice Provincial of Ibn-e-Mariam Vice-Province, 

administrator of the Dominican Schools in Pakistan was the Chief 

Guest of the ceremony. Rev. Fr. Maris Javed OP, Prior, St. 

Dominic's Priory, Rev. Fr. Iftikhar Moon OP, Parish Priest, and 

deacon Bashir Francis OP enhanced the ceremony by their 

presence and availability.

The ceremony began with the prayer said by Fr. Maris Javed OP 

and the reading from the Holy Bible recited by Miss Nadia Kiran. 

Miss Robina Sohail was the comparer of the ceremony. The 

students garlanded the guests and the teachers presented them 

flowers. 

The principal of the school, Fr. Yasir Paul OP officially welcomed 

all the Friars and the guests and shared the purpose of the program.  He also shared the present situations and 

activities in the school in these words; “Dearest Fr. I feel privileged to share that our staff is working hard to upgrade 

t h e  t e a c h i n g - l e a r n i n g 

performance. They all are 

working together to lead our 

school in reaching new heights, 

in the new academic session 

2020, we started a separate 

section for girls from class 6th.  

But some months ago because of 

Covid-19, all the educational 

institutions were closed and 

classroom learning was stopped. 

Our school started online 

teaching. This experience was 

much beneficial. 

Award Ceremony for 

High Achievers
in BISE Examinations 2020

Mr. Faheem Charles
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Our students' learning was enhanced by the different techniques and strategies practiced by our teachers. Our first 

academic term was ended by grading students' performance through online studies and the 2nd term is going to be 

ended by report card assessment tests in the first week of 

November. We are going to start the final term right after 

the mid of November. Dearest fathers, you may see the 

fruit of the efforts of our staff that our students got good 

results and two students are here who are going to be 

awarded prize and appreciation. I present hearty 

congratulations to our all students who achieved good 

results and especially Mr. Assad Dilshad who got 1013 

marks in Matriculation exams and Mr. Marcus Rafique 

who got 1001 marks in Fsc. Exams in 2020”. 

Very Rev. Fr. Younas Shahzad OP appreciated the 

principal and the staff for their entire efforts for the 

development of the school. He encouraged their efforts, 

struggles, hard work and good results. He said, “I am 

well pleased to see and hear that you are working as a 

team and this team spirit may always be alive and continued. Although there are some economic problems are created 

due to Covid-19, still we are hopeful for 

better tomorrow”. He also appreciated 

and encouraged high achievers for their 

better results. He awarded shields, 

certificates, and cash prizes to Mr. 

Marcus Rafique and Mr. Asad Dilshad. 

He also gave targets to other students to 

achieve good results. 

On this occasion, some of the staff 

members also celebrated their birthday. 

Fr. Younas Shahzad OP also gifted our school library, a recently produced book on youth by the Dominican Friars in 

the Urdu language “Nojawan Hamara Fakhar Hamari Umeed”. 

In the end, on behalf of the school staff, the principal thanked very Rev. Fr. Younas Shahzad OP for his concerns and 

supports to the school. He also thanked the entire Dominican community of Saint Dominic's Priory for their 

cooperation and the staff for all the arrangements. 
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Fr. Gerard Timoner, O.P., Master of the Order of Preachers, invited the Dominican Family to undertake a Triduum of 

Penance on October 4-6 and 6 in the preparation for the celebration of the feast of the Most Holy Rosary on October 7  

to recite five decades of the glorious mysteries of the Holy Rosary. The purpose of these days of prayer and penance 

are offered especially for those who have died in the pandemic, for their families, for those suffering, and those who 

work to help them.  On the feast day to Holy Rosary, we united to pray the Glorious Mysteries of the Rosary.

Following the instructions of the Master of the Order on 7th October 2020 Prior Vice Provincial Very Rev. Fr. Younas 

Shahzad OP organized a day of Prayer and Penance at Ibn-e-Mariam House of Studies, Pak-Arab, Lahore. In which 

the whole Dominican Family of Lahore participated. 

The procession started at 6:00 pm from Peace Center to St. Albert Chapel with candles. Deacon Perkash Dominic OP 

gave the introduction in which he highlighted the purpose of the spiritual gathering. Very Rev. Fr. Younas Shahzad 

O.P shared an inspirational reflection on the importance of the Holy Rosary in our life. He also quoted the famous 

words of Pope Pius XI (1857-1939), “The Rosary is a powerful weapon to put the demons to flight and to keep 

oneself from sin. If you desire peace in your hearts, in your homes and in your country, assemble each evening to 

recite the Rosary. Let not even one day pass without saying it, no matter how burdened you may be with many cares 

and labors.”

He further said, “I believe by praying the Holy Rosary we can get the victory over this Covid-19”. In front of the 

Blessed Sacrament whole Dominican family offered their special intercessions. The vote of thanks was expressed by 

Rev. Almas Silas OP (House Superior). He appreciated the efforts of Rev. Fr. Younas Shahzad OP for bringing 

together the whole Dominican family at one platform. He also admired the hard work of Rev. Fr. Patrick Peter OP, Fr. 

Nasir Emmanuel OP and Deacon Perkash Dominic OP for all the arrangements of this special evening. 

 At the end of the program a meal was served to all the participants along with cake cutting ceremony. All the 

Dominicans were encouraged to continue the recitation of the Holy Rosary which is a powerful weapon against the 

heresies.  

Day of

Prayer and Penance
with Dominican Family, Lahore

Deacon Perkash Dominic OP
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On the 8   of August, the feast of St. Dominic the Guzman was celebrated with immense joy and great devotion at Ibn-

e-Marriam House of Studies Pak-Arab, Lahore. A huge gathering of Fathers, Sisters, Brothers, and laity was present 

for Holy Eucharistic Mass to show their love and ebullience with the Dominican family in Pakistan. Rev. Fr. Abid 

Habib OFM Cap, came for the continuation of the tradition and to share the munificence love and the spirituality of 

St. Francis of Assisi with the Dominican Friars on the feast. Thanksgiving Mass started at 6:30 pm, Rev. Fr. Abid 

Habib presided over the Mass and Rev. Fr. Almas Sailas OP (Superior of Dominican Community in Lahore), 

welcomed the entire guests with full zeal and zest. He gave a heart touching and ethereal introduction about the 

exemplary life and spirituality of St. Dominic in the light of the gospel. He said that St. Dominic's life revolves 

around prayer, contemplation, study, and preaching. Therefore, he always talked to God and about God. St. Dominic 

always preached the truth to the world and the truth is our Lord Jesus Christ.  

                                                                                                

Rev. Fr. Qaiser Feroz OFM Cap, in the beginning of his sermon, expressed his sympathy and consolation to the 

whole Dominican Family in Pakistan. Moreover, he shared that the death of Fr. Rehmat Raja OP was a great loss for 

all of us because he was a multi-talented personality and a first Punjabi Dominican. But our faith teaches us that he is 

still with us because the Holy Altar is a place where heaven and earth meet. Now he is praying for us with the 

heavenly bodies. Then Fr. Shared about the marvelous life of St. Dominic that how he was born and lived a chaste, 

obedient, and poor life. His mother saw a dream that she gave birth to a dog and in his mouth is a torch by which he is 

enlightening the world. By his preaching, he changed the world and fought 

with heresy namely Albigensian. St. Dominic was an Augustinian monk 

and he used to live in a convent. But when he went outside and saw that 

people are enticed by the teaching of Albigensian. He thought that people 

need a true light and that is only the Word of God. So after struggling a lot 

on December 22, 1216, he received a formal sanction of his Order. Then 

Order was established within the church and worked for the preaching of 

the truth. Now question is, what this heresy was? He shared that Albigensian' belief was dualistic, they saw the 

Universe as a struggle between good and evil, in which the physical, tangible world was inherently corrupt, evil, the 

creation of Satan, and the spiritual universe was the realm of the good God, a destiny for the soul striving to escape 

the burdens of the material world. Furthermore, they did not believe in the Old Testament and even not accepted the 

New Testament fully. 

St. Dominic spent his whole life in preaching the truth to the world and he proved that the Holy Gospel is everlasting 

life. Dominican Order continued the charism of St. Dominic and working in many cities of Pakistan. He put a 

question, are we fully equipped and ready for combat against heresies.

The Feast of

St. Dominic the Guzman
at Pak Arab Lahore

Bro. Zohaib Augus�ne OP
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Bro. Perkash Dominic OP was ordained deacon by His grace Archbishop Sabastian Francis Shaw (Archbishop of 

Archdiocese of Lahore) on 26   July, 2020 at Peace Center Lahore. He comes from St. Francis Xavier Parish 

Sargodha of Islamabad Rawalpindi Diocese. The last year 2019 he completed his theological studies from the 

National Catholic Institute of Theology, Karachi. Presently he is serving in the provincial office as a secretary. Last 

month after fulfilling the requirement of our Dominican Constitution and Canon Law of the Church, Very Fr. Younas 

Shahzad OP the Prior Vice Provincial of Ibn-e-Mariam Vice Province Pakistan and his council approved him for the 

ministry of the diaconate. 

 

As his Grace Archbishop Francis Sabastian Shaw announced the date of 

ordination to the diaconate of Bro. Perkash Dominic OP the wave of joy 

flowed in the whole Ibn-e-Mariam Vice-Province. Bro. Perkash went to 

Holy Rosary Priory Faisalabad for retreat which was preached by Rev. Fr. 

Pascal Paulus OP (Parish Priest and Regent of Studies). 26th July 2020 

was the day full of blessings for the Dominican Family of Pakistan, 

because on this blissful day one of the sons of St. Dominic presented 

himself for the service of the people of God through the ministry of the deacon. The liturgy of the diaconate was held 

at Dominican Peace Center Lahore. Due to Covid-19 social distance was observed and only the council members and 

representatives from each community were invited to take part in the ceremony of diaconate along with his parents. 

The choir was led by the Dominican sisters of Malta Asif Town. 

 

During the Eucharistic Celebration, His grace Archbishop Sebastian Francis Shaw (Arch Bishop of Archdiocese of 

Lahore) addressed to the candidate and explained the importance of this special ministry in the church. His grace 

said, “Your ministry is very sacred, you must show the element of service in every way, not only at the alter or during 

the Mass. You must love the disfigured people and those who are going away from the Lord. For the service of love, 

you do not wait for a particular situation but be ready always for everyone and everywhere to serve the people”. You 

must also remember these words of the gospel during practicing this ministry that 'the Son of Man did not come to be 

served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many. (Mathew 20:28)'. He also congratulated the family of 

brother Perkash Dominic OP and the Vice-Province of Pakistan and wished the new deacon best of luck for the new 

ministry. In the end, he said I hope you will prove to be good steward in the church. At the end, Very Rev. Fr. Younas 

Shahzad OP expressed the vote of thanks to his grace for his availability and for performing this sacred rite. He also 

addressed the words of gratitude to all the Friars and especially to his council members. After the final blessing, the 

cake cutting ceremony took place and the group photo was taken as the remembrance of this great historic event in 

the life of Ibn-e-Mariam Vice Province Pakistan. 

of Bre o.at  Pn eo rc ka ae shD  Dot on moi it na icni  Odr PO

Bro. Ateeq Albert OP

“Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful

stewards of God's grace in its various forms.” (1 Peter 4:10).
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21   August 2020 was the historical and joyful day for the Dominican Friars, during the last five decades of 

Dominican history of Pakistan. It's the first time when six brothers made their solemn profession together. These 

brothers heard the voice of their conscience said solemn “yes” to the religious life. 

Our six brothers belong to the different parts of Pakistan which are the witness of the Dominican mission at the 

national level. Names of these brothers are as followed; Brother Nabeel Joseph OP (Okara), Brother Dilshad 

Alysious OP (Derakabad), Brother Adil Peter OP(Rawalpindi), Brother Adil Francisco OP (Sargodha), Brother Asad 

Bernard OP (Faisalabad), and Brother Waqas Gabriel OP (Mianwali). The special Eucharistic Celebration of Solemn 

Profession was held at Dominican Peace Centre Lahore.

In this significant event, all the Dominican communities and religious of Lahore region made this event extra-

ordinary with their immense presence. Their participation was the source of encouragement for these brothers.  Rev. 

Fr. Younas Shahzad OP (Prior Vice Provincial) was the main celebrant of the Eucharistic Celebration whereas Rev. 

Fr. Raphael Mehnga OP and Rev. Fr. Almas Silas OP were the con-celebrant.  On this unique occasion Master 

General of the Order of Preachers Most Rev. Fr. Gerard Francisco Timmnor III OP viewed the whole ceremony 

through the social media app and gave them solemn blessing to our six brothers. Rev. Fr. Younas Shahzad OP (Prior 

Vice Provincial) was the homilist of the day. At the very beginning of his homily he congratulated the families of the 

Friars. He said that like the prophet Samuel all of you said yes to the Lord and like the apostles you presented 

yourselves to follow Jesus Christ throughout your whole lives. Always arm yourselves with the knowledge of 

scripture and service like St. Dominic de Guzman. Your identity should be your service which is performed for the 

people of God as Dominicans. Dominican Sisters of Malta under the guidance of Sr. Shaneela Rafique OP along with 

Dominican brothers led the choir during the ceremony and their melodious voices enhanced the spiritual 

environment of the program. At the end of the Eucharistic Celebration presenting all the newly solemn professed 

brothers, Bro. Nabeel Joseph OP uttered the vote of thanks to the Prior Vice Provincial and his council, formatter, 

teachers, spiritual directors, and all the contributors. Afterword the cake cutting ceremony was performed and the 

group photo was taken with the newly solemn professed brothers.

Report on the

Solemn Profession
of Six Brothers

Bro. Sarat Albert OP
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A retreat is a spiritual activity that every religious observes to get spiritual strength. LCO No # 68 states “Each year 

all the brethren shall spend six full days in spiritual exercises, pondering the Word of God in their heart and praying 

more earnestly”.  Every year Dominican Friars spend time together in order refresh themselves spiritually but due to 

Covid-19 this year, the gathering was avoided because of social distancing. Prior Vice Provincial Rev. Fr. Younas 

Shahzad OP is much concerned with all the physical and spiritual needs 

of the Friars. So from the very beginning of the year, he started to make 

the contact with the Rev. Fr. Amritha Raj OP (Socius of the Master of the 

Order for the Asia Pacific) who supposed to visit Pakistan for his 

canonical visit. He also requested him to give the Friars of Ibn-e-

Mariam Vice-Province the annual retreat. He generously accepted the 

invitation but he could not find any flights due to Covid-19. Then with 

the mutual concern of Fr. Younas Shahzad OP and Fr. Amritha Raj OP, it 

was decided to have online lectures of the Retreat.

This year Friars of Ibn-e-Mariam Vice-Province started their retreat from the evening of 20    September 2020 still 

the 25  of September 2020. All the Friars stayed in their Priories, convents, and houses and followed the same 

schedule of the retreat which was given by the liturgical 

commission. Fr. Amritha Raj OP sent the recorded lectures to 

the Friars daily. Which were motivational and inspirational. 

All the Friars spent their precious time of retreat in constant 

prayers and reflections. Fr. Patrick Peter OP (Syndic) sent the 

particular budgets to all the communities for the preparation 

of the retreat. Superiors of all the communities regularly 

shared their experiences with words and pictures. 

We are very grateful to all the donors and benefactors who 

sponsored the annual retreat for us. We also express our gratitude to 

Rev. Fr. Amritha Raj OP our retreat preacher who helped us a lot 

and guided us spiritually so that we may get a deeper understanding 

of Dominican Charism. On the last day, Rev. Fr. Younas Shahzad 

OP also sent the recorded message of appreciation to Fr. Amritha Raj OP. We wish and pray that all the Friars of Ibn-e-

Mariam always keep the spiritual fruit of retreat with them and share it with the people of God.

Annual Retreat

of all the Friars
Fr. Azhar lal OP
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On August 15   2020. Rev. Fr. Younas Shahzad OP (Prior Vice Provincial 

Ibn-e-Mariam Vice  Province of Pakistan) organized a Memorial Mass for 

Rev. Fr. Rehmat Raja OP, along with the  Lahore community at Peace 

Center Pak-Arab, Lahore. Rev. Fr. Abid Habib OFM Cap (Custus), Rev. Fr. 

Francis Gulzar (Vicar General Archdiocese of Lahore), Rev. Fr. Emmanuel 

Manni, Rev. Fr. Thomas Bhatti OP (Younger brother of Fr. Rehmat Raja) 

Oblates Mary Immaculate priests and many religious communities of 

sisters and fathers participated in the Holy Mass. 

The Introduction of the Mass was given by Rev. Fr. Almas Silas OP. He 

shared some glimpses of Rev. Fr. Rehmat Raja's life spent as a Dominican. 

Rev. Fr. Younas Shahzad was main celebrant and he also gave the thought-

provoking sermon on the life of Rev. Fr. Rehmat Raja and his relation with 

the feast of Assumption of Mother Mary. He shed light upon the life of Fr. Rehmat Raja OP. He was from Chak 10/4-L 

Okara. He said that the soil of Okara is very blessed, which gave us so many vocations. The environment of Fr. 

Rehmat Raja's home was fully Catholic and spiritual. He was a joyful Friar and he used to enjoy in the company of 

young people. He became the youth director and he motivated the young ones through his writings and lectures. He 

was an influential preacher, writer, researcher, Author, retreat preacher and teacher. He had the command on seven 

different languages such as: Spanish, Italian, French, English, Urdu and Punjabi. He always had a great love for his 

Punjabi culture. Most of the time he gave many references from cultural things in his writings. He had specialization 

in social sciences. He was inspired by a Dominican Bishop Paul Andreoti. He rendered his services in Lahore, 

Faisalabad, Sahiwal, Multan, Rawalpindi, and Bahawalpur. He spent 25 years of his life in Bahawalpur. 

 

He lived 50 years of his life as a Dedicated 

Dominican. He wrote in different magazines 

namely: Acha Charwaha, Catholic Naqeeb, 

Parastish, Shaloom, Mukashwa. He also wrote 

fourteen books. 

His last article which was published in Naqeeb 

which he wrote for his Friend Rev. Fr. Francis 

Nadeem OFM Cap. (Late). Rev. Fr. Younas 

Shahzad OP shared that Fr. Rehmat Raja OP was

Requiem Mass for

Rev. Fr. Rehmat Raja OP
at Peace Center, Lahore

Bro. Adeel Mar�n OP
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a legend of our Dominican Order and he spent his whole life as a true and dedicated Dominican Friar. Rev. Fr. Younas 

Shahzad offered tribute Rev. Fr. Rehmat Raja OP for all his services which he had done faithfully and 

enthusiastically. After celebration of Holy Eucharist, some Friars expressed their deep condolences to Rev. Fr. 

Younas Shahzad OP (Prior Vice Provincial Ibn-e-Mariam Vice Province of Pakistan) and entire Dominican family in 

Pakistan. Rev. Fr. Emmanuel 

Manni recalled the memorable days of his 

seminary life which he spent with his dearest 

friend Rev. Fr. Rehmat Raja OP. He said that Fr. 

Rehmat Raja was very joyful and energetic 

personality. 

He was very much interested in reading 

different books. While Rev. Fr. James Channan 

OP also recalled his old memories while they 

were in the formation house and in Italy.  

Rev. Fr. Abid Habib OFM Cap (Custus) also 

expressed his condolences with the Dominican family on behalf of his community. Rev. Fr. Francis Gulzar (Vicar 

General Archdiocese of Lahore) expressed his deep condolences on the behalf of His Grace Sabastian Francis Shaw 

OFM (Arch bishop of Archdiocese of Lahore) and all Diocesan Priests of Lahore Diocese with Rev. Fr. Younas 

Shahzad OP and Dominican family in Pakistan. 

At the end, Rev. Fr. Younas Shahzad OP (Prior Vice Provincial Ibn-e-Mariam Vice Province of Pakistan) expressed 

his words of gratitude for the presence of Capuchin Friars, Seminary Staff, religious communities of fathers and 

sisters. He also expressed his words of gratitude to Rev. Fr. Moris Jalal OFM Cap, for showing live Holy Mass 

through Catholic TV Pakistan. He also thanked Rev. Fr. James Channan OP and his staff for providing Peace center 

and he also shared his words of gratitude with Rev. Fr. Patrick Peter OP (Master of Students) and Student brothers for 

preparing a good liturgy for the requiem Mass of Rev. Fr. Rehmat Raja OP.
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On 4   October 2020, Keeping with a centuries-old tradition both Dominican and Franciscan Orders celebrated the 

feast of St. Francis of Assisi. During this time all the formation houses were present along with the brothers and 

fathers of different congregations. Holy 

Mass was presided by House Superior 

Rev. Fr. Akhtar Naveed OP whereas Rev. 

Fr. Zeeshan Francisco OP gave the 

introduction of the Mass, he said that 

today we celebrate the feast of St. 

Francis, the patron saint of the Universe. 

Today is the day of renewal for siblings. 

He said that together let's move forward 

with Francis's commitment. In the Mass 

Bro. Emmanuel Fazal OP and Bro. 

Nabeel Joseph OP were blessed to read 

the recitation and Fr. Akhtar Naveed OP 

gave the beautiful and inspirational 

Sermon on the blessed occasion.  In his reflection, he said that St. Francis is not only the Patron Saint of Universe but 

Servant of Universe. He also said that St. Francis left the imperial empire and wearied the simplicity of the poor. He 

gave a challenge to the Franciscans that leave the luxury life behind and come out from the comfort zones to take care 

of the poor and needy, to love the creation and creator. In the end, he extended his sincere words of gratitude for this 

bliss-filled day.

Celebration of the

Feast of St. Francis of Assisi
 Bro. Emmanuel Fazal OP
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On September 21-24, 2020, at the Dominican House of Studies, Karachi, the Dominican Friars held the Annual 

Retreat under the guidance of Indian Dominican Friar Rev. Fr. Amirtha Raj OP (Socius for Asia Pacific). It may be 

recalled that due to the recent Coronavirus, the Dominican community in Pakistan experienced the spirituality of 

online Retreat at their local residences in Karachi, Lahore, Bahawalpur, Sahiwal, Multan, Faisalabad and Okara.

Rev. Fr. Amrita Raj OP said that Jesus Christ is the partner of 

our monastic life. There are three instances in history where 

God's grace can be experienced. First: The transfiguration of 

Jesus Christ, when the glory of God was revealed. Second, 

the birth of Jesus Christ, when the angels sang the praises of 

God to the heights. Third the resurrection of the Lord Jesus 

with glory. He further said that our life requires us to meet 

God in our prayer life. Which is a matter of constant 

personal contact. He later said that prayer, fasting, and 

charity connect us to God. He further said that Jesus Christ 

had six great experiences in His life: (1). The incarnation of Jesus Christ (2). Baptism of Jesus Christ (3). 

Transformation. (4) The birth of Jesus Christ in the olive grove. (5 The crucifixion of Jesus, death (6). And his 

resurrection. Moreover, he said that the life of a monk is a life of asceticism where he has to discipline himself.

On the last day, he shared about history especially its 

usefulness, importance, and spirituality of the Holy Rosary, 

which enables us to overcome all difficulties and build our 

relationship with God. He said that the rosary is a special type 

of threefold writhe.  In it, we see the saving secrets of Jesus 

Christ through the eyes of Mother Mary. This is the heavenly 

word that man utters on earth. The first part is the words of the 

Father in our minds. The second part is devoted to the love of 

Jesus Christ in our hearts while the third part is dedicated to 

meditation which is the essence of the Holy Rosary.

At the end of the retreat, on behalf of the entire community the house superior Rev. Akhtar Naveed O.P, thanked Rev. 

Fr. Amirtha Raj OP for his beautiful and inspiring thoughts through his life experience.

Annual Retreat 2020
at Dominican House of Studies Karachi

Bro. Nabil Joseph OP
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October 7, 2020, was the day of great joy and happiness for the universal Dominican family. Rev. Fr. Gerard Timoner 

III OP (Master of the Order), the spiritual leader of the Dominican Church, paid tribute to the universal Dominican 

brothers and sisters who died worldwide from the coronavirus epidemic and to their families. 

He appealed for prayers and fasting. He urge them to seek the intercession of the 

Holy Mary during the month of fasting for those who were saddened and 

disturbed by the coronavirus and to seek the intercession of Mother Mary. Let 

the plague of coronavirus be eradicated from the world, let sorrows and troubles 

be averted, let there be an atmosphere of peace and security everywhere, let the 

laughter of joy and happiness begin to touch the sky again.

Obeying the above commands, the Dominican family in Pakistan also spent three days in their respective 

communities in meditation and prayer. Similarly, at the Dominican House of Studies, Karachi, the Dominican Friars, 

together with the Dominican Sisters, Lay Dominicans, OMI, Capuchin, and Diocesan priests. Br. Emanuel Fazal OP 

and Br. Aftab Ahmed OP performed choir duties in the special Eucharist Worship. Br. Emanuel Fazal OP and Br. Adil 

Yaqub OP performed social media duties in a very organized manner.

Eucharist Mass was led by Rev. Fr. Akhtar Naveed OP, House Superior.  In his 

introduction, Rev. Fr. Zeeshan Francisco OP explained the historical background 

of the Holy Rosary, in which he said that the Rosary reached us through the Holy 

Father St. Dominic. Similarly, Brother Adil Yaqub OP was blessed with the first 

recitation of the Holy Bible while Sister Rose Francis OP was honored with the 

second recitation.

Rev. Fr. Thomas Bhatti OP sang the Holy Bible. In his message, Fr. Akhtar Naveed OP said that the beginning of the 

fast is the Holy Mary and the end is the Holy Mary. And the secrets of the Gospels are the essence of the Gospels. 

Sharing on the occasion of our lady of Rosary, he said that this great feast was started by Pope Pius V in 1571 AD after 

his victory in the war through fasting.

After the holy sacrifice of the Holy Mass, the Holy Rosary was brought to the church in a prayer procession. At 

exactly 8 o'clock Pakistani time, Dominican House of Studies Karachi started reciting Holy Rosary together with the 

entire Dominican family in the Universal Church which was led by Br. Pervez Ghulam OP. After the recitation of the 

Holy Rosary, Br. Nabeel Joseph OP said the prayer of Coronavirus for the forgiveness of the bereaved. In the end, 

“Salve Regina” was sung in Dominican way.

Report on the 

Feast of Our Lady of Rosary
Bro. Irfan Christ OP

I b n - e - M a r i a m Vi c e P ro v i n c e P a k i s t a nDominicanDominicanDominican
News LetterNews LetterNews Letter 19



With immense joy, I would like to share this news that by divine providence and generosity of the Aid to the 

CHURCH IN NEED we bought a new car for the ministry of Dominican Priests at Holy Rosary Parish/Priory 

Warispura Faisalabad. This car is given to Rev. Fr. Pascal Paulus OP 

who is Parish Priest of the Holy Rosary Parish Warispura. He will be 

using this vehicle. This car was purchased from the showroom in the 

Presence of Rev. Fr. Patrick Peter OP (Syndic), Rev. Fr. Pascal Paulus 

OP (Parish Priest) and Deacon Perkash Dominic OP (Secretary of the 

Vice Provincial Office). This car was blessed by Very Rev. Fr. Younas 

Shahzad OP at Ibn-e-Mariam House of Studies Pak-Arab Lahore. Before blessing the new car a special thanksgiving 

Eucharist Celebration was offered by Fr. Younas Shahzad OP with Fr. Pascal, Fr. Patrick, Fr. Nasir and Lahore 

Community and special prayers were offered for the donors. By expressing his vote of thanks Rev. Fr. Younas 

Shahzad OP said that we are grateful to Aid to the CHURCH IN NEED who has always helped us with generosity so 

that we may carry on the mission of Christ in Pakistan.

Blessing of New Vehicle for

Pastoral Ministry
Fr. Alvin Mehraj OP
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Peace Center Lahore and URI Pakistan jointly celebrated 73    Independence Day of Pakistan on 14    August, 2020 

at Peace Center Lahore. Fr. James Channan OP Director Peace Center and Regional Coordinator Asia Region, 

Pakistan along with staff members hosted the program.  

 

Very Fr. Younas Shahzad OP Vice Provincial, Maulana Mufti 

Ashiq Hussain, Fr. Patrick Peter OP Student Master Ibn-e-

Mariam Formation House, Dr. Munawar Chand, Maulana Asim 

Makhdum along his friends, Sr. Sabina Rifat Women Coordinator 

URI Pakistan, Miss Neelam Nisari Program Manager Peace 

Center, Mr. Asher Nazir Executive Secretary URI Pakistan, Mr. 

Faisal Ilyas Executive Secretary Peace Center and Dominicans 

Brothers. After offering interfaith prayers, all stood straight for 

National Anthem of Pakistan. All were very excited and enthusiastic to celebrate the Independence Day.

Celebration of 73rd
Independence Day of Pakistan

Mr. Faisal Ilyas
thrd
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Rev. Fr. James Channan OP welcomed all the honorable guests and requested them to follow the SOPs during the 

time of Covid-19 pandemic. He said “Today, we are gathered after long time due to lock down since 14th March, 

2020. I extend my deep concern and gratitude for coming and joining us. Please take good care of yourselves during 

this hard time as many of our dear ones left us in sorrow and grief. Today is the day to celebrate freedom. We have 

invited very limited guests to celebrate this National Day. I wish a very happy and prosper Independence Day from 

Peace Center and URI Pakistan to all of you.” 

Very Fr. Younas Shahzad OP said “freedom is the biggest blessing after life, we are thankful to God for freedom and 

our country Pakistan. Our identity and home is Pakistan. We proudly say, we are real Pakistanis because Christians in 

Pakistan never thought to go against the sovereignty of the country, they will never sell their conscience against their 

national interests. We have contributed a lot to uplift our homeland in the fields' education, medical services and 

literature. The origin of Christianity in subcontinent started from Texila in Pakistan, we are lucky and feel proud 

being Pakistani. Our God Almighty blesses our country more and more!”

Maulana Mufti Ashiq Hussain congratulated and 

wished a very happy Independence Day to all. He 

prayed “Our God Almighty bless our country, Pak 

Army, Government and Social Organizations who are 

contributing a lot. I strongly admire the role of 

Christians for the progress of Pakistan.” Maulana Asim 

Mukhdom wished all a very happy and joyful 73rd 

Independence Day, 2020. We are peace makers and we 

will play our positive role to uplift our country. We 

need to bring more people for this good cause. I also 

say thank you very much dear Fr. James Channan OP 

for presenting the soft image of Pakistan around the world.” Sr. Sabina Rifat said “We are celebrating the 73 years of 

togetherness; I also congratulate Fr. James Channan OP and team members of Peace Center and URI for organizing 

beautiful program in the difficult times of pandemic. She also shared the poem on Kashmir issue, where people are 

suffering.

Fr. Patrick Peter OP wished all the honorable guests a very happy and progressive Independence Day. We pray to God 

Almighty for long live Pakistan, freedom for Kashmir's brothers and sisters who are suffering. All guests cut the cake 

together and wished one another the happiness of freedom on 73rd Celebration of Independence Day. Climate Action 

for the protection of environment is the real need of the hour, all honorable guests planted a tree to give a beautiful gift 

to the homeland. On this Independence Day, and advised all Pakistanis “Plant trees to show the love for your country 

to save the future generation from climate challenges”. Fr. James Channan OP thanked all the honorable guests and 

staff members for making the celebration memorable. 



The United Nations announced the theme of “Shaping Peace Together” for the celebration of International Day of 

Peace in 2020. Peace Center, Lahore and United Religions Initiative (URI) Pakistan organized the celebration of 

International Day of Peace on 20  September, 2020 at Peace Center and invited around 70 religious leaders, 

promoters of  interfaith harmony and peace ambassadors who are  playing  their positive role to bring  peace and 

interfaith harmony  in Pakistan.

Fr. James Channan OP, Director Peace Center and URI Regional Coordinator Asia- Pakistan hosted the program 

along with staff members; Sr. Sabina Rifat, Neelam Nisari, Asher Nazir and Faisal Ilyas. Fr. Younas Shahzad OP, 

Prior Vice Provincial, Ibn-e-Mariam Vice Province, Pakistan, presided over whereas, Maulana Abdual Khabir Azad,  

Grand Imam and Khateeb, Badshahi Mosque, Lahore was the Chief Guest.  Mr. Asher Nazir Executive Secretary 

URI Pakistan greeted the guests and invited Br. Perkash OP, Dr. Munawar Chand and Maulana Arif Chishti for 

interfaith prayers from Christian, Muslim and Hindu faiths. Pir Shafat Rasool Noori, Founder Bilal Markaz, Prof. 

Mehmood Ghaznavi, Mufti Ashiq Hussain, Dr. Munawar Chand, Chairman Krishna Mandir, Fr. Patrick Peter OP, 

Allama Asghar Chishti, Advocate Shabnam Nagi, Maulana Arif Chishti, Mufti Asim Makhdum, Saeedul Rehman  

Siddiqui from Azad Kashmir, Ahamd Hussain from  Islamabad, Akhtar Murad,  Allama SA Jeffery were the Guests 

of Honor who  attended the program. 

Fr. James Channan OP formally welcomed all the guests and furthermore shared the importance of the program; He 

said 'We have been confronting Covid-19 pandemic, a health emergency which has damaged a lot at various levels 

and aspects. We have suffered with many deaths, economy backlash, frustration, unemployment, starvation and 

disappointment since Covid-19 breakout. We are heading towards new 

era and normal life and today we have arranged very first program to 

gather people in such a large number to celebrate the International Day 

of Peace. The theme of the IDP is very inspiring and it invites each one 

of us to play our imperative role in Shaping Peace Together. We cannot 

achieve lasting peace without contributing our utmost best for peace in 

the world. It is really wonderful that so many prominent personalities 

have come here under one roof to celebrate IDP and express their 

dedication and make pledges to devote their lives for mutual respect, 

peace and tolerance and thus build the bridges of harmony, acceptance, love and tolerance and thus break the walls of 

hatred, violence and disunity. We have to shape the peace together and never neglect our responsibilities in this noble 

cause. Here I would like to mention with sincere gratitude and pay rich tribute to organization which Mrs. Masami 

Saionji has established in Japan, such as: God Peace Foundation,

Celebration of 

International Day of Peace, 2020
 (At Peace Center in Lahore, Pakistan)

Mr. Ashir Nazir
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Symphony of Peace Prayers International, Byakko Shinko Kai and Soul of women which are playing tremendous 

role in promoting culture of peace and harmony in the world and these are making tremendous positive difference in 

the world. I acknowledge with thanks the presence of all, showing the passion and dedication towards peace and 

interfaith harmony.  

In his presidential remarks, Very Fr. Younas Shahzad OP said “I congratulate and wish a very happy International 

Day of Peace to all of you, especially Fr. James Channan OP and his team who has arranged such a beautiful event. 

He said that Fr. James Channan is the pride of the Dominicans and great asset of Pakistan's Christians and Muslims. It 

is because he has always showed a great courage in playing a very positive role towards harmonious and peaceful co-

existence in Pakistan. It is really wonderful to see that so many 

prominent personalities have gathered at Peace Center to observe 

this day. I am sure with your efforts and vision there will be positive 

change in Pakistan and we will bear much fruit of lasting peace and 

harmony in our country and elsewhere. All of us need to devote our 

lives for this noble cause. We as Christians and followers of Jesus 

Christ, we are called to proclaim and devote ourselves for peace at all 

levels of life. And this day is the best example as we are celebrating 

IDP. He thanked all participants who came for this peace event. 

Maulana Abdual Khabir Azad said; “I wish a very happy International Day of Peace, 2020 to all who are sitting in this 

hall and those who will see and hear us on digital and print media. Fr. James Channan OP is the best example of peace 

ambassador, and I remember we always encourage the people who wished to serve for interfaith harmony; our hearts 

are always open for interfaith encounter and peace.  It was also  the  vision of my father Maulana Dr. Abdul Qadir 

Azad, Grand Imam of the Badshahi Mosque,  and I used to see Fr. James Channan  OP along my father, and both of 

them very nicely and boldly  raised their voices  for peaceful coexistence and against those  people who always 

create the atmosphere of violence and extremism in Pakistan. We are devoted to spread the message of love, hope, 

brotherhood, care and peace around the globe. Following the footsteps of my father Dr. Azad I have devoted my life 

for promoting dialogue among religions and cultures and I have opened the doors of Badshahi Mosque for this noble 

mission. 

Pir Shafat Rasool said “Today I admit and announce that I have learned a lot from the very dear personality of Fr. 

James Channan OP, who has the great influence to the people not only for the Christian community rather Muslim, 

Hindu and Sikh Communities. He has always been very supportive and I have observed him in Pakistan and even 

abroad.  He shows a very positive and peaceful face of Pakistan. We are thankful and also acknowledge his 

tremendous role for building peace and promoting interfaith harmony in Pakistan and elsewhere in the world. He 

said there is grave need to study other religions and their values. Christianity and Islam are very close to each other 

and both of these religions have many beliefs and religious practices which are common. He said, being a Muslim my 

faith is not complete without believing in Jesus Christ and the Gospels which are revealed upon him. Interfaith
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 marriages are also permitted between Christians and Muslims. We need to change our mindsets to accept each other 

as brothers and sisters and make this world very peaceful and tolerant.  

After the formal welcome, Mr. Faisal Ilyas Executive Secretary Peace Center Lahore played a video message of 

Antonio Guterres, Secretary General United Nations; “The International Day of Peace is devoted to urging warning 

parties everywhere to lay down their weapons and work for harmony. As the Covid-19 pandemic continues to ravage 

the world, this call is more important than ever. That is why I appealed for a global ceasefire in March. Our world 

faces a common enemy: a deadly virus that is causing immense suffering, destroying livelihood, contributing to 

international tensions and exacerbating already formidable peace and security challenges. The focus of this year's 

International Day of Peace is “Shaping Peace Together”. 

In that spirit, and to mark our 75th anniversary, the United Nations is bringing people together for global 

conversation about shaping our future and forging peace. In these 

days of physical distancing, we may not be able to stand next to one 

another. But we must stand together for peace. And, together, I know 

we can, and will, build a more just, sustainable and equitable world.”  

The message of Ms. Maria Crespo de Mafia from the URI Global 

Staff was also played on multimedia in which she congratulated the 

participants and urged all to keep on working for peace and harmony. 

Fr. Patrick Peter OP and Dominican Brothers sung a beautiful peace 

song to contribute for the celebration of peace day. 

Mufti Ashiq Hussain, Chairman of New Century Quran Institute expressed his thoughts for this national event. He 

admired untiring efforts of Fr. James Channan OP for this field of interfaith dialogue and peace. He also paid rich 

tribute to Mrs. Khursheed Channan, the mother of Fr. James Channan OP for giving the jewel of peace to the world in 

the form of Fr. James Channan. She set a great model of peace and nourished him to be a bearer of peace around the 

globe. May her soul rest in peace! Mufti Ashiq also said that my madrassa is always open for the programs on 

interfaith dialogue and peace and in the near future I will organize a very befitting dialogue conference in my 

madrassa. 

Maulana Asim Makhdum, Kul Masalik Ulama Board, said 'It is our prime duty to groom young people with the 

education of peace and prepare their minds to build bridges among the people of different faiths. Young generations 

have great role to play for lasting peace and we have obligation to prepare them for peace and interfaith harmony. Dr. 

Munawar Chand, a Hindu leader said; “We are one under one flag of Pakistan and  it shows the unity and 

togetherness, and the theme of this day invites us to join hands for the progress towards new beginning in Covid-19 

Pandemic. And together we can achieve the goal of harmony”. Muslim, Christian and Hindu leaders also let a peace 

candle to celebrate International Day of Peace. They gave an example of togetherness and that jointly we can reshape 

the world as a just and peaceful society.

I b n - e - M a r i a m Vi c e P ro v i n c e P a k i s t a nDominicanDominicanDominican
News LetterNews LetterNews Letter 24



Feast of St. Dominic was celebrated with spiritual enthusiasm and thankfulness by the Dominican Friars, Dominican 

sisters, laity and faithful of the parish of Sacred Heart Catholic Church Sahiwal on 8   of August 2020 in Sahiwal 

parish. Festive celebration of St. Dominic's day began with the celebration of Holy Eucharist lead by Rev. Fr. 

Nadeem Joseph OP, concelebrated by Rev. Fr. Zahid Augustine, Rev. Fr. Roccus Patras OP and participated by 

Dominican Sisters, the catechists and parish community of Sacred Heart Catholic Church Sahiwal. Sr. Saima Arthur 

OP gave comprehensive introduction of the life of St. Dominic and highlighted his works, and contribution in the 

church in the 13th century and its impact on the life of Church till today. 

In his sermon, Rev. Fr. Roccus Patras OP spoke about the detailed life of St. Dominic de. Guzman and shared that St. 

Dominic was a great leader and preacher of the Word of God. He further described about the role of St. Dominic's 

mother in his brought up and focusing his attention toward faith and holiness. Rev. Fr. Roccus Patras shared a miracle 

of St. Dominic in which he described that “a women brought her dead son to St. Dominic and put his body in front of 

him, stating that if you will pray over him, God will hear your prayers. St. Dominic laid his hands over a dead boy, 

prayed over him in spirit and asked God to show miracle, God loved St. Dominic and heard his prayers and that night 

a boy was raised from death to life again”.  

Study and meditation were important and integral part in the life St. Dominic as He spent most of time in prayer, 

meditation and in dialogue with God and  rest of his time was spent in study and reading books.  At this occasion, the 

17th priestly ordination anniversary of Rev. Fr. Nadeem Joseph OP was also commemorated and all the clergy, 

faithful and participants prayed to God to bless him so that he may continue his services and vocation as a priest to 

bring Good News of Our Lord to the least of brothers and sister in Pakistan.  

At the end of celebration, Rev. Zahid Augustine OP (Parish Priest) thanked all the 

Dominican friars of Sahiwal Community, Union of St. Catherine of Missionaries 

for School, catechists, guests, the parish committee and all participants who took 

part in preparations for this feast day and participated in Holy Liturgy of Eucharist 

at the occasion of feast of St. Dominic.

Celebration of

St. Dominic's Feast
 at Sacred Heart Parish Sahiwal

Sir Qamar Shahzad
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The Second Annual Bible Seminar was organized by Union of St. Catherine of Siena School Missionaries 

(sponsored by Centro Missionario Diocesano di Trento) and took place in the very well-equipped hall of St. Mary's 

convent Sahiwal. It started on 14   August at 6:00 O'clock Sr. Josephine Emmanuel welcomed all the speakers 

namely Fr. Irfan Jerome op, Fr. Nadeem Joseph OP, Fr. Zahid Augustine OP and the entire participants on behalf of 

Sr. Josephine Michael OP who was out of city for an urgent meeting. Speakers and participants were provided a good 

opportunity to know each other better in a more casual environment. More than 50 participants participated in this 

seminar.  The seminar was structured in a way to prepare 

participants to become effective in their evangelization efforts 

by causing an experiential love and knowledge of Holy 

Scripture to defend their faith. 

According to the topic of the seminar (The Gospel of St. 

Mathew), the aim was to give guidelines and direction to read 

the Bible properly with understanding. In order to encourage 

discussion and more focused exchange of information Practical sessions were scheduled in the afternoon. During 

these sessions, participant worked in small groups based on activities, questions and shared thoughts with each other 

and the speakers. The feedback of the participants confirmed that the seminar was very much appreciated as well as 

there is a pressing need for more practical approaches and for other opportunities for the promotion of the Word of 

God.

 

All of them were excited and full of enthusiasm to read, to know and to 

listen to the word of God. The medium used by the facilitator was Urdu, 

they represented the audience a broad range of knowledge, insight, and 

views and brought to the seminar valuable and authentic information. All 

the lecturers delivered wonderful lectures on their specific topics. Their 

knowledge on the topics was vast and cleared everybody's doubt. The 

participant thoroughly enjoyed the lecture. 

 I t  g a v e  a  g o o d 

impression and understanding of the many perspectives to read 

Holy Bible that can help young people to engage more faithfully 

with the teaching of Catholic Church and to bring back the lost 

sheep to God.

Annual Bible Seminar 
14th t0 16th August 2020 Sr. Zunera Anwer OP
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Well done, good and faithful servant, enter into your Father's joy!

A legendary Dominican by the name of Fr. Rehmat Raja OP was born on October 

28   1950, was professed on December, 08  1979 and was ordained priest on April 

20   1976. He left for his home to the Lord, on August 05   2020, at the age of 70 at 

St. Dominic's Priory Bahawalpur. The news of his death devastated many of his 

fans, friends, colleagues, students and Christ's faithful. He was a great Friar and a 

dear friend.

He lived out his true identity as a joyful, humble, loving, affectionate and faithful 

servant. As a good shepherd he loved his parishioners scattered in the outskirts of 

Bahawalpur. Neither severe nor bad weather conditions nor ailing health, nothing 

could stop his studies, writing and pastoral ministry. He knew his sheep by names and they knew him. He served as a 

teacher, formator, preacher and administrator in different parts of Pakistan. He spent the biggest part of his life in 

Bahawalpur as an assistant pastor. “But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the Excellency of the power may 

be of God, and not of us” (2 Corinthians 4:7), was his favorite verse. 

With the exception of native languages he was 

well versed in modern languages such as 

English, French, Italian, Spanish and German. 

Moreover, he had the knowledge of some 

ancient languages such as Latin. He had three 

masters' degrees. With the intellect so informed, 

he was a gentle soul. He was a rhetoric writer 

and orator. He knew the best use of words to 

c rea te  requi red  effec ts .  His  wr i t ings 

demonstrate not only his simplicity of heart and 

mind but also Christ-like humility. As a preacher 

of mature thought he spoke with conviction and 

authority. The soil of Punjab is fertile and sung and unsung saints and heroes rise from this fertile land. He was an icon 

of Punjabi culture and communion. He looked at it through the prism of spirituality and mysticism. He would hardly 

let any guest go without food and drink. He was a fatherly figure to the community. At times when the community ran

The Late
Fr. Rehmat Raja OP

Fr. Maris Javed OP
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out of money, he never complained. He always thought about the common good. He was a great champion of social 

justice. Apart from many other traits, he became voice of the voiceless especially the marginalized, exploited, 

suppressed and the abused. Till his last breath Fr. Rehmat Raja OP believed and abided by the traditions of the Church 

and of the Order of Preachers. Very often he remembered the death anniversaries of the Friars and celebrated masses 

for them. Therefore, it is a blessing to die as a Dominican because the Friars of the Order of Preachers sing Psalm 130 

at vespers and pray for the deceased brothers, sisters, relatives and benefactors. 

On August 05   , 2020, while the community at St. Dominic's Priory observed a day of prayer in preparation for the 

feast of St. Dominic, Fr. Rehmat Raja OP breathed his last. His funeral mass was celebrated on the feast of the 

Transfiguration of our Lord at St. Dominic's Church Bahawalpur. The Bishop of the Diocese of Faisalabad, His 

Excellency Bishop Indrias Rehmat, presided over the mass while the Bishop of the Diocese of Multan, His 

Excellency Bishop Benny Mario Travas and the Prior Vice Provincial, Ibn-e-Mariam Vice Province Pakistan, Very. 

Rev. Fr. Younas Shahzad OP, along with more than fifty priests concelebrated. Hundreds of the faithful, many 

religious and relatives attended the funeral mass. Very. Rev. Fr. Younas Shahzad OP in his homily paid a rich tribute 

to the deceased and described him as an exceptional person. The late Fr. Rehmat Raja OP was laid to rest beside Fr. 

Hyacinth Putz OP, in the cemetery at Bhatta number two, Bahawalpur. The funeral mass received a huge media 

coverage.
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As a part of the establishment of the school for teachers' education at Saint Dominic Convent higher Secondary 

School, the institute organized a one-day seminar and brainstorming workshop on 14   September, 2020 for the 

teachers' training for the development of vision and the mission of Saint Dominic Convent higher Secondary School. 

The teachers who took part in one day seminar in inclusive education significantly improved their knowledge and 

their attitude towards inclusive education. 

There were three speakers namely Fr. Yasir Paul OP, Mr. 

Joseph Rehmat, and Mr. Asif Sarfraz. The first speaker, 

Fr. Yasir Paul OP, talked about lesson planning, teacher's 

role and, Classroom teaching and management. He 

facilitated teachers to make objectives of the lesson; 

general and specific, then steps of lesson plan. He also 

focused on the importance of teaching aids and 

contingency plan. Then he highlighted the teacher's role 

in the education and grooming of a student. Mr. Joseph 

Rehmat shared about the Urdu language, its origin, basic 

principles of writing applications, letters, and articles. He also shared about board patterns for writing exams and, 

about the grammatical rules to make sentences. The third resource person, Mr. Asif Sarfraz shared about the kinds 

and structure of tenses, and sentences, verbs, and irregular verbs, and Grammar rules. 

 

After their sharing, there was a brainstorming 

workshop. The top priority of brainstorming is 

quantity over quality. Brainstorming is the first step 

in the exploration face of a new object. So it's 

important to be open to all ideas and possibilities 

and problems arise when team members filter out 

the good ideas from the not-so-good ones out of fear 

of rejection or judgment. Another thing with 

brainstorming is many people it can only be done 

one way. An open discussion in a meeting room with 

everyone involved. This method is not necessarily 

wrong but leads to some largely unrecognized

Seminar and Brainstorming
Workshop for the Teachers  

(Saint Dominic Convent Higher Secondary school Bahawalpur) 
Fr. Yasir Paul
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social drawbacks that contribute to an unproductive session. For instance, when the first group of ideas is shared 

during a session, there is a tendency to only focus on those ideas throughout the rest of the meeting. The biggest 

problem with the brainstorming is only a few people participated. This bias often called “anchoring” can often 

prevent other fresh ideas from coming to light brainstorm keep it both efficient and effective.

The general principle of this technique is to 

separate idea generation from discussion. The 

team leader shares the topic with the team, and 

team members individually write down their 

ideas. This helps illuminate the anchoring bias 

and encourages everyone on the team to share 

their own ideas. It also gives everyone more time 

to think over their ideas, which is especially 

helpful for your introverted participants. This 

brainstorming technique works best for teams 

who seems to be greatly influenced by the first 

ideas presented during the meeting. 

When your team is brainstorming ideas individually, away from distraction and public opinion, you generate 

concepts that may not naturally surface in a large setting, individual brainstorming techniques like this will often give 

you unique ideas  when the group comes up with the 

topic ideas together. During the workshop the 

teachers were divided into five groups, and they 

were engaged in group discussion and writing their 

ideas on charts. Then each of the group presented 

their ideas. It was full of knowledge and thought-

provoking activity. The teachers enjoyed groups' 

ideas, their presentations, and they appreciated each 

other's contribution. A significant improvement of 

knowledge enhanced teachers '  feeling of 

competence working in inclusive classrooms. The 

seminar and brainstorming activity were ended with 

the refreshment.
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“My House shall be called a house of prayer for all people” (Is 56:7).

 

On 26  September 2020 was historical day for the 

Catholic's faithful of Chak 65/5-L Sahiwal, when His 

Excellency Bishop Indrias Rehmat, Bishop of Roman 

Catholic Diocese of Faisalabad came to bless and 

inaugurate officially Saint Paul's Catholic Church. Very 

Rev. Fr. Younas Shahzad OP (Prior Vice Provincial Ibn-

e-Mariam), Fr. Khan Paulus OMI (Delegate), and 

Dominican Friars, namely, Fr. Maris Javed OP, Fr. 

Iftikhar Moon OP, Fr. Raphael Mehnga OP, Fr. James 

Samuel OP, Fr. Marcus Daniel OP, Fr. Irfan Jerome OP, 

Fr. Haroon Iylas OP, Fr. Almas Salas OP, Fr. Zahid Augustin OP, Fr. Nadeem Joseph OP, Fr. Roccus Patras OP, 

Dominican Sisters of Saint Mary's Convent Sahiwal, and Parish Catechists of Sacred Heart Sahiwal were also 

present on this special event. Mr. Sajad Christopher (Director for Human development Organization Lahore) who 

funded this project was personally present with his staff members namely, 

Mr. Tanveer Bhatti, and Mr. Emmanuel from Lahore. The Church building 

was completed with team work efforts. It was not an easy task to meet all 

requirements but trusting in God's providence this church became the 

visible reality. I extend my hearty thanks to all benefactors locally or 

internationally who helped me to construct this project. I would 

particularly pay thanks to Mr. Sajad Christopher who generously accepted 

our request and fund this project. May God bless all our benefactors.

                 

Last year in October, 2019 when I started my pastoral services at Sacred 

Heart Parish Sahiwal faithful of my Allaqa (area) Chak 65/5-L  requested 

me on my welcome to construct church for them since they do not have 

Catholic Church since their arrival in this village in 1940s. Catholic 

families of this village migrated from Chak 5/4-L Okara. In this village ARP Church is present since 1980s. Saint 

Paul's Catholic Church is 15 Kilometers away from Sacred Heart Parish Sahiwal and 3 kilometer from Yousafwala 

(Chak 64) which is located on Multan to Lahore highway. This Chak 65/5-L Sahiwal is Muslim village and there are

Blessing and Inauguration of

Saint Paul's 
 Catholic Church 65/5-L, Sahiwal Fr. Nadeem Joseph OP
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 about 100 (Catholic + ARP) Christian families.

In the beginning of program, Bishop Indrias Rehmat Inaugurated the Church Building and blessed the Keys and 

handed over the keys to Fr. Nadeem Joseph OP who is Alliqa (area) Incharge.  Solemn Holy Mass was led by His 

Excellency Bishop Dr. Indrias Rehmat, and co-

celebrant were Very Fr. Younas Shahzad op and 

Fr. Khan Paulus OMI. Fr. Zahid Augustine 

(Parish Priest) whole heartedly welcomed all the 

guests and participants in his introduction to the 

Holy Mass. His Excellency Bishop Dr. Indrias 

Rehmat blessed the Altar, Ambo, Walls of the 

Church with Chrism oil and during blessing Fr. 

Nadeem Joseph OP explained to congregation 

about the purpose of this blessing. Bishop Indrias 

Rehmat in his homily congratulated Fr. Nadeem 

Joseph OP for his extra ordinary efforts for building Saint Paul's 

Catholic Church. He also extended his words of congratulation to all 

priests, sisters, catechists and the local faithful's. Speaking to 

audience he said, “God has given you gorgeous church building and 

now it is your responsibility to make this church more attractive with 

your regularity and attendance”. He further said that this church 

building is only meant for prayers, Holy Mass, and implanting 

sacraments and on other activities would be allowed in the church. At 

the end of the program Fr. Nadeem Joseph OP expressed gratitude to 

Bishop Indrias Rehmat for his availability, to Very Rev, Fr. Younas 

Shahzad OP, to all priests, sisters, catechists, Sr. Josephine Michael 

OP (local Superior) of Saint Mary's Convent, 

Sahiwal, he also extended his words of gratitude 

to Sr. Costanza OP and Sr. Zunara OP who 

prepared choir and Altar clothes for new church 

altar, and Ambo. He also thanked Mr. 

Christopher Jalal for coir preparation and all 

who participated and encouraged the faithful. At 

the end all distinguish guests were awarded with 

shields, Ajraks (Showel) and garlands.
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